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Letter From The Editor
My name is Tegan Hadisi and I’m the Editor in Chief of The Regis, King’s University College’s
student run publication. I’m in my final year of my undergraduate degree, focusing primarily on
Art History. However, my interests outside of my program are in international relations, global
policy and development. I have been fortunate enough to hold this position now for two years. My
goal is to create a foundation for The Regis that will allow it to thrive and maintain a level
of importance amongst the student body.

This is our second publication of the year, and as a

team we hope to uncover issues that are relevant within our community in addition to having
global significance. the regis is a magazine that acts as a safe avenue for the student voice,
something the team finds of utmost importance. we aim to encourage students to participate in
our community and engage with one another. this can be accomplished through communicating our
ideas in the regis. as the editor in chief, my wish is that every student who has an interest in
expressing their opinion, chooses to do so through this publication.

The Team
regis commissioner - jenna strathearn
managing editor - courtney vaughan
section editor - diana rusin
section editor - kajol ratanjankar
section editor - justin girodat
web editor - olivia yusuf
social media - maria franco
Community editor - sujoy khanna
photographer - manali mazmudar
community journalist - james playford
journalist - julia thompson
journalist - maggie morden
journalist - Nicolle Mahaffy-Schmidt

are you
interested in
joining the
regis team?
We are always
looking for
new additions
to our team of
dedicated editors,
journalists and
photographers.
If you have any
questions or
concerns, please
feel free to
contact us at
Theregis AT
Kucsc.com
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King’s Students, Meet Your Future KUCSC Execs!
Craig Minielly

My name is Craig Minielly and I
will be the 2015/2016 KUCSC (King’s
University College Student’s Council)
President. I had my first experience
with the KUCSC in my third year when
I was the advertising commissioner
and then this year I was the Chief
Financial Officer, both of which were
amazing experiences. These past two
years have allowed me to work with
some incredible individuals and I have
learned something from each person I
have interacted with that can be applied
for the betterment of the students here
at King’s.
I have many initiatives planned
to accomplish this, which include;
increased mental health awareness, a
tenants rights program to give students
knowledge about living off campus,
and a networking event to give students
an opportunity to learn and make
connections with alumni that will
provide some insight into the “real

world” of work. Those are just a few of
the tangible goals I hope to accomplish
in my term as President. I believe a true
measure of my success would be to have
every student feel welcome, be involved
in the King’s community, and have the
ability to empower not only themselves
but others around them.
Furthermore, I am excited to work
with our other executives because
I have had the pleasure of working
with each one in the past having seen
their unique abilities, passion and
personality come together to achieve
their goals. It is for this reason that I
have the utmost confidence in our team
to serve the students here at King’s in
the manner in which they deserve. To
succeed next year our team will set
forward a master calendar by the end of
summer detailing all events the KUCSC
executives, reps and clubs plan be
putting on. It will have specific timelines
set forth that will allow us to provide

council, administration and the student
body with an outline for the year.
Organization and communication are
the key factors that will be provided by
this planning and make the 2015/2016
year one of the best on record.
We are here to listen to students and
act in their best interests and in order
to do this we need student’s help. I have
a simple request for whoever is reading
this article: reach out to Student’s
Council, get involved with clubs, join
intramurals and come to our events.
I also ask that that if ever you feel like
the KUCSC should be doing something
more for the students let us know
because it’s our job to care.
A final thought, one from a very
inspirational figure by the name of Miss
Frizzle from the Magic School Bus “take chances, make mistakes, and get
messy!” Because that’s what school is all
about isn’t it?

Frank inglis
For those of you who I have not
had the pleasure of meeting, my name
is Frank Inglis and I am thrilled to
have been elected as the incoming
Vice President of Student Events. I
am currently in my fourth year here
at King’s pursuing an Honors Double
Major in Criminology and French
Language and Literature.
I have been on council all four years
of my undergrad here at King’s and
I could not be more excited for my
role next year! I have also been very
involved with the King’s community in
many other facets outside of council.
I have been a part of the King’s Soph
Team for three years now, and I am also
one of the Senior Tour Guides through
the enrollment services office. My
council experience with the KUCSC
ranges from being the First Year OffCampus Representative in my first year
to some larger initiatives under the
events portfolio. In my 2nd year I was a
Charity Fashion Show Commissioner,
I also worked as the Special Events

Commissioner in my 3rd year and this
year as the Charity Commissioner.
I have had extensive experience
planning and organizing various events
for the KUCSC in my time here, both
small and large scale. I became involved
with the KUCSC because I adore King’s
and the tight knit community that we
are all fortunate enough to experience
here.
The most important part of our
Kings community is the diverse group
of students, which is why I want to
work with administration and my
commissioners next year to facilitate
the best possible student experience
for everyone. As an executive next
year, I am committed to enhancing
and enriching the overall student
experience at King’s, and I believe this
cannot be done without making our
students the priority.

travis tetrault
My name is Travis Tetreault I am
currently in my second year, studying
Thanatology and Sexuality Studies. I am
so happy, as incoming Vice President
Student Issues, to have the opportunity
to share my passion with the King’s
Community and represent YOU: the
students that make King’s the amazing
place that it is!
From the moment that I stepped
onto King’s Campus in my grade 9
year in High School, I knew that this
place was going to be where I wanted
to pursue post-secondary education.
Never did I think King’s would become
my second family, a place where I feel
challenged, supported, appreciated,
and valued by the students, faculty
and administration. I have vowed to
make every student’s experience as
positive as mine through working
with incoming students as a soph, as a
Student Outreach Commissioner with
the King’s University College Student’s
Council and through my work with

Enrolment Services. I started Jack.
orgKing’s, an organization to opening
dialogue and eliminating stigma
surrounding mental health and illness,
with this same goal in mind. Through
these programs, I realized that more
could be done to provide students with
the best possible student experience!
I decided to explore the KUCSC and
discovered the position on VP Student
Issues! I knew that this role was perfect
for me! From advocating for issues
students have with King’s, to working
with King’s administration and
planning various events and initiatives
to promote wellness, this role was
exactly what I wanted to accomplish
with King’s.
I am so honored to hold this position
and am so excited to start working for
you! If you have any questions, would
like to hear more about my plans for
King’s, or would just like to chat, please
don’t hesitate to contact me via email,
ttetreau@uwo.ca.
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A Principal for
the Students
“The more you engage students in the life of the
college, the life of the university, in the decision
making of the university; the better the place is.”
									- King’s Principal, Dr. David Sylvester

Often it seems that in a
university setting there is a strict
dichotomization
between
the
students and the administration,
with their paths rarely crossing. At
King’s we are very fortunate to have
a much friendlier and interactive
relationship between faculty, staff,
and students. With our weekly
Thursday pub nights in the SLC to
our annual Student Appreciation
Week hosted by the administration,
King’s students have a personal
relationship with administration
that other educational institutions
often lack. I sat down with King’s
Principal, Dr. David Sylvester to
discuss his role at King’s and the
future he foresees for its students.
Walking into his office, I comment
on the attractiveness of the room
with its mahogany-style furniture
and massive book collection more
akin to a small library. He begins
to explain the history of the office
when I chuckle and mention that it

is almost as nice the Student Council
Office. Sitting at a little round table
in his office, Dr. Sylvester projects
his very casual demeanor – not as
formal and intimidating as some
believe the administration of
academic institutions to be – and I
ask him what the Principal of King’s
does, jokingly mentioning how we
have all witnessed him bringing hot
chocolate to the library for students
during exam times, but beyond
that we want to know what his role
at King’s is and how that impacts
the students. He chuckles and says
that technically, the Principal is
the “head of King’s.” Formally, his
role is the “chief administrative and
academic officer [who is] hired by
the board and is responsible for all
academic, administrative, financial,
and student services areas.” He jokes
that, when hired back in 2009 (and
re-appointed in 2013), he was given
the keys to the building, the budget,
and the toilet plunger and that

he became responsible for King’s
operations, in addition to being
its external representative. When
students think of the administration
of an academic institution we often
think of the school as a business and
the principal as the CEO. However,
Dr. Sylvester is quick to dispel
this myth at King’s by explaining
that his job is not to manage a
corporate structure because it is not
a hierarchical approach in which the
board rules from the top, he states
that his job is “about consensus
building” where students have a
role (using the example of the King’s
College Council (KCC) and the
three student representative elected
to partake in KCC meetings) in
decision making. Dr. Sylvester goes
on to explain that, as the Principal, he
sits on every board and committee at
King’s and that, because of the spirit
of democracy that King’s values
so highly, it has one of the most
horizontal administrative structures

in the Province. However, upon
an administrative review, King’s
administration was separated into
three general areas: academic and
student services, support services,
and enrollment and outreach. So
now, Dr. Sylvester will meet every
few weeks with the three Vice
Principals that head these three
areas of King’s to discuss college
matters, in addition to the regular
board and committee meetings
that he regularly attends. The
question then arises as to how on
earns the position of Principal of
an academic institution, as there is
no university degree or specialized
Master’s program. Many students
feel that their degree dictates their
life path – if, for example, they are
in philosophy they must become
the next Rousseau or Locke – so I
wanted to know how Dr. Sylvester’s
life path had brought him to this
point.
Interestingly
enough,
Dr.

Sylvester earned a BA in Canadian
History and French and used that
degree to become a high school
teacher. Consequently, there is
certainly a hot debate currently
unfolding around the amount of
students funneling into Teachers
College and how the acceptance
requirements are changing to make
entrance into Teachers College more
competitive. As such, it is important
to note for all King’s students who
are still finding their life path that
Dr. Sylvester had very humble roots
and he did not stick with his original
career choice. After five years as a
high school teacher, he moved to
New York to earn a Masters and
PhD in Medieval History (or as he
fondly refers to it, “old white guys
and boats”). His love of books and
critical thinking propelled him
into university education, so he
held professorships in New York,
in England, and at the University
of British Columbia (UBC).

However, he soon discovered that
teaching at UBC didn’t align with
his desires because of the large class
sizes and lack of student-professor
interaction. However, it seems that
luck and fate were on his side as an
initiative to open a small Catholic
college affiliated with UBC started
when he was teaching there. As a
result, he worked closely with this
initiative and eventually became the
President of this Catholic college –
Corpus Christi College. He held this
position for ten years and essentially
worked to start this college from the
ground up. It was during this time
that St. Mark’s College was absorbed
by Corpus Christi College, so he
became the Principal of St. Mark’s
for five years. It was in this position
that he learned all aspects of running
a post-secondary institution. For
students, this is particularly vital
because it demonstrates that it is
not just your degree that dictates
your life path, it’s the opportunities
7

you are willing to partake in. Dr.
Sylvester did not know, for example,
how to read financial statements
when he first started working at
Corpus Christi College but he
learned through life experience.
It was through his work at Corpus
Christi College and St. Mark’s
College that he met his predecessor,
Gerald “Gerry” Killan, and was
asked several times to apply for
the position of Principal at King’s.
Having worked as the Principal of
King’s for six years now, I wanted
to know what Dr. Sylvester’s key
goals were during his new term and
what student issues did he feel most
passionately about.
While all student issues are
extremely important to the
Principal, he particularly focuses
on King’s institutional mission
and connecting student life and
academic life together. He wants
to continue to cultivate King’s as a
primarily undergraduate, studentcentered, humanities and social
sciences-focused liberal arts college
that remains small enough to
promote a special student-professor
relationship that King’s currently
benefits from. Additionally, he
wanted to secure King’s as an
incorporated entity with legal status
(which was achieved in 2013) and
he continues to promote a “student
life campaign.” This campaign has
two components: to build a studentlife building and to boost student
aid by $3 million. As we know, he
has achieved part of this campaign
with the opening of the Darryl J.
King Student Life Centre (SLC) and
he continues to work to increase
student aid. It is evident that students
are the heart and soul of King’s, so
it was extremely encouraging to
know that our interests are at the
forefront of our Principal’s agenda.
Dr. Sylvester fondly refers to our

SLC as King’s “living room” because
it has become the hub where
students can relax and be together
in an atmosphere that supports this
arrangement. Most importantly,
it was heartening to hear that Dr.
Sylvester strives to promote King’s
as “university as place;” meaning,
not just an academic institutional
but a personal development core
where students learn and discern in
order to find who they want to be,
as opposed to what they want to do.
This speaks to King’s environment of
a an institution that seeks to develop
the whole person, as opposed to
the academic person, which sets
it apart from so many academic
institutions. By-and-by, all persons
associated with King’s continue to
comment on its distinct community
and how it has cultivated a society
that individualizes it from the
larger umbrella of Western and
its HBK fellows. Because of King’s
distinctiveness, it is constantly
attracting new students; as a result,
King’s needs to geographically
expand to accommodate this
influx of students. Thus, questions
regarding the St. Peter’s Seminary
tend to permeate in student groups.
Because the acquisition of the
St. Peter’s Seminary is still in
negotiations, Dr. Sylvester is
somewhat “sworn to secrecy” but
he was able to speak in hypothetical
terms to discuss the potential this
acquisition could bring to King’s.
When asked if he was hopeful about
this acquisition he was careful to
say that he “is always hopeful about
King’s” but whenever discussing
important developments “it is
always two steps forward, one step
back.” It was evident that it is very
difficult for Dr. Sylvester to discuss
this acquisition, but from a student
perspective, it is interesting to note
that this acquisition is not the “done

deal” that many students believe it to
be. In the end, Dr. Sylvester stressed
that “it’s complicated, but hopeful.” I
hoped to glean more information for
King’s students, but unfortunately,
everyone involved in this matter is
sworn to secrecy. There is hope for
King’s students, so we must keep
our ears to the ground and continue
to wait for further information to
come. At this point, Dr. Sylvester
and I began wrapping up so I asked
him to conclude by providing
a piece of advice for students at
King’s, particularly for those who
are unsure of their futures.
“Be not afraid.” With a chuckle
and a concern of sounding cliché,
Dr. Sylvester encourages students
to embrace every opportunity in
life. “There is a reason why India,
China, Latin America and most of
the emerging markets in the world
are coming to [King’s] for advice on
how to build programs in the Liberal
Arts. […] As the societies emerge in
a global capacity they realize that
future leadership comes from people
who are able to think, read, write,
adapt, communicate, empathize –
all the kinds of things that a Liberal
Arts education provides.” We are
lucky as Liberal Arts students
because the opportunities are ever
unfolding, due to our diverse,
non-linear education. Thus, it is
important that we look for the
opportunities that may come
our way. Dr. Sylvester ends off by
emphasizing the importance of
building networks and relationships
and being able to deliver because
it is these contacts that will propel
you into opportunities you may
never have foreseen for yourself.
“Nothing prepares you better than
the education that you receive at
King’s.”
By: Jenna Strathearn

Shabano Raj and
Rohan Gomes

“King’s has been a very good experience for both
of us. It is here we first met and got to know
each other. So yeah, King’s did give us a “future”.
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In Terms of Human
Dignity, Cultural
Relevance Isn’t So
Relevant
This piece is a response to Jenna
Strathearn’s article Anti-Child Labour
Campaigns are Harming Human
Dignity. I will begin, as any response
should, by restating what I take to be
her central thesis, and highlighting
the points on which we agree.
Strathearn’s argument is that wellintentioned meddling in the labour
conditions of developing nations
such as Bangladesh will result in the
unintended consequence of child
labourers being shifted from what is
commonly referred to as the formal
sector (sweatshops), to the informal
sector
(indentured
servitude,
prostitution, drug trafficking, etc.),
where working conditions are much
worse. In the West, we believe that
children should be in school rather
than in a sweatshop, but it is this
belief that gives rise to political
movements that inadvertently “harm
the dignity of children who choose to
work” by denying them “the agency
they possess as active social agents
whose employment is culturally
relevant and must be treated as such.”i
Furthermore, in order to prevent
these perverse outcomes, we must
be primarily concerned with “child

labourers having their voices heard in
decisions that affect them with regards
to their working environment.”ii
I actually agree with the
sentiment expressed in Strathearn’s
title. If people in the West believe that
they have a moral obligation to child
labourers (and I would argue they
do, but that is a separate topic), then
that obligation is not met simply by
refusing to purchase the product of
that labour. The perverse results that
Strathearn indicates in her article are
an empirical fact: if we shift children
out of the formal sector, then they will
end up in the informal sector. Because
of this, the effort to observe our moral
obligations to child labourers must
not end with declining to purchase
certain products, but must include
efforts to provide a better place for
them to go, rather than the informal
sector. Thus Western nations should
be involved in promoting the social
structures necessary to allow children
to attend school without the worry
that their families will starve.
This brings me to the
basis for my disagreement with
Strathearn: her argument, due to
its reliance on cultural relevance as

the means to determine whether
child labour promotes dignity,
actually misrepresents the concept
of human dignity. This is easily seen
by considering that certain culturally
relevant practices may not promote,
but actively denigrate, human dignity.
In fact, everyone reading this piece
can probably imagine a cultural
practice that flies in the face of human
dignity with little effort. (In fact, a
list of these kinds of practices would
likely include the kinds of informal
labour, such as prostitution, drug
trafficking, and indentured servitude
mentioned above.) The very fact that
cultural practices vary so drastically
disqualifies them from meeting the
requirements to provide a basis for
something as general as human rights,
which is exactly what human dignity is
used to ground. For example, imagine
that we wish to criticize something like
colonization. Now suppose the nation
doing the colonizing claims that this is
actually a culturally relevant practice:
on what grounds do we criticize
this imperialistic nation if being
imperialistic is part of its culture? The
answer, if our criterion is only cultural
relevance, is that we cannot.

This is why the question of
whether an intervention promotes
dignity, and the question of whether it
acknowledges cultural relevance must
not be confused. They are not the same
question; this is made plain by the fact
that we can ask whether a cultural
practice promotes dignity. Thus the
question of cultural relevance, while
important, is of lesser importance than
the question of whether or not dignity
is promoted—it is by this question
that we can determine the value of a
practice. This is what we should ask
when we explore the issue of child
labour. By the way, all of this assumes
that child labour in Bangladesh and
other developing nations actually is

culturally relevant, and not a necessity
resulting from the desperate poverty
in which the people of those nations
happen to find themselves. We must
not confuse conditions of necessity
with cultural practices.
The question as I see it, is
whether child labour—culturally
relevant or not—actually promotes
the dignity of everyone involved. My
answer is that the way to promote
the dignity of everyone in the society
is actually to improve the wages and
working conditions of the adults, so
that the children can be educated,
and the conditions of the people
improve overall. To do otherwise is
to deny the people of this culture the

chance to escape the cycle of poverty.
Although Strathearn is quite right to
claim that this will not be achieved by
declining to purchase an inexpensive
product, the only means to actually
promote the dignity of everyone
in, for example, Bangladesh, is to
provide the means for the children to
actually go to school. In the end, the
opportunity for education may also
answer whether child labour is indeed
culturally relevant, or just an artifact
of poverty.

Written by: Joshua Boyce
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John Canas, Year 2, BMOS

“I like that King’s
embraces cultural
diversity”

Lula Ghebre. Year 1, bmos

“The SLC is a great
place to meet new
friends.”
13

TOO BIG TO FAIL:

Understanding the Regulator y Response to the 2008 Financial Crisis

The American populace tends not to
delve into the economic world as it is one
which few of them have understanding.
Often this realm is left up to their financial
advisors or those with whom they interact
at the bank. This is the reason such an
American ethos about high finance has
been upheld. When the public decreed
a need for change, American politicians
often only sought out insubstantial change.
With the financial shakeup of 2008, the
ethos had finally appeared to be shattered
when president Obama signed the DoddFrank Wall Street Reform and Consumer
Protection Act (DFA) into power on July
21st, 2010. Large questions still permeated
and loomed over the American public.
Had the DF Act solved anything or was it
just another bluff by the esoteric world of
finance and Washington?
There is a thought perpetuated by

any with a heavily vested interest in
the economic function of America,
that of a ‘self-regulating market’. A
system where, despite new economic
practices, changes in existing ones, even
the bursting of an economic bubble,
would be corrected automatically by the
system itself. The myth that the system is
completely competent and self-regulating
is perpetrated in part by the American
Dream. Similarly to the Dream, any one
can make it in this economic system if they
only apply themselves and present or do
something of value better than others or
something unique. Efforts to regulate the
system are also broadly rejected upon the
premise that this interference would have
a negative impact on the function of the
overall system.
For those entwined in the financial
system, the 2008 collapse was due to a

liquidity crisis. In non-financial terms a
liquidity crisis is thus,
For the economy as a whole, a
liquidity crisis means that the two
main sources of liquidity in the
economy, banks and the commercial
paper market, severely reduce the
number of loans they make or stop
making loans altogether. Because
so many companies rely on these
loans to meet their short-term
obligations, this lack of lending
has a ripple effect throughout the
economy, causing liquidity crises at
a plethora of individual companies,
which in turn affects individuals.
This was in tandem with the predatory
mortgage practices of financial institutions.
The problems in the mortgage industry

had been forewarned. “In 2004 the FBI
[warned] of an ‘epidemic’ of fraud in the
mortgage industry.”
The Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform
and Consumer Protection Act was meant
to, in many ways, overhaul the American
financial system and prevent an episode
similar to the 2008 financial crisis. Lack
of oversight, out-dated regulations and
regulatory bodies were largely blamed
for the events of 2008 as the financial
industries growth outstripped these areas.
The DFA is comprehensive in its actions
and its requirements thereafter. The
legislation, comprised of over 2000 pages,
required many studies to determine how it
would proceed and created new rules while
merging or changing regulatory bodies.
The problem with the lofty goals of this act
is manifold as parts of the law are intended
to be fleshed out over time, often by those
very actors directly affected by it. Several
problems also exist with language. Many
arguments have erupted from not only the
language used but also the extrapolated
meaning of said language. The DF Act has
many changes written simply such as the
amending of a regulatory body by a certain
date but the actual implementation of such
measures is much more complex.
One of the organizations created
through the DF Act was the Financial
Stability Oversight Council. This council
has tremendous power in that it can force
the Federal Reserve to assume an oversight
role of companies if there is a substantial
risk posed to the economy by them. The
council also possesses the authority to
ascertain information from all state and
federal financial regulatory agencies.
The ability also exists for it to retrieve
information through another agency, the
Office of Financial Research, which is
chaired by the same person as the Council,
about bank holding companies and nonbank financial companies. The chair of
the Office of Financial Research was also
granted subpoena powers allowing them
to demand any information they see as
imperative from any financial institution,
even banks. Information sharing between
agencies, especially between the state
and federal levels seems like it would be
commonplace; however, with no hierarchy,
agencies continually jockeyed for control.
Many see this lack of cooperation as being
the reason the financial crisis was so
prolonged and difficult to control.
The DF Act effectively removed one of

the main strategies used by the American
government to stem the economic crisis.
Massive bailouts of companies who were
determined to be ‘too big to fail’ risked
mass amounts of tax payer dollars in order
to perhaps stabilize the company. Too big
to fail is a misnomer and the DFA does
little to correct this idea. Only one section
of the act comes close: Title II of the DF Act
is Orderly Liquidation Authority where
under, certain circumstances, companies
can be ‘liquidated’. This is where all their
assets are sold off and this capital is then
used to pay off debts. Politicians actively
blocked attempts to rectify and regulate
this misnomer. They aimed to protect the
assets of major “bank holding companies
such as Bank of America, Citigroup, J.P.
Morgan Chase, and others.” Major financial
institutions used the 2008 financial crisis
to grow, some of whom were in part
responsible for causing the crisis.
As a result of the crisis and various
government rescue efforts, the
largest 6 banks in our economy
now have total assets in excess of 63
percent of GDP. This is a significant
increase from even 2006, when the
same banks’ assets were around 55
percent of GDP, and a complete
transformation compared with the
situation in the US just 15 years
ago — when the 6 largest banks
had combined assets of only around
17 percent of GDP. (Johnson 2010;
data on these trends can be found in
Johnson and Kwak 2010, 203)
Those financial institutions that fared
better in the crisis offered mergers or
buyouts to those who faired much worse,
such as Merill Lynch by Bank of America.
Banks claim their large stature is required
to deal with two issues. First their size must
match that of the enormous corporations
they deal with. This has been proven by
the ability to spread activity across banks.
Secondly, they claim a need to compete
with the size of foreign banks. American
history demonstrates that a plethora of
smaller banks works just as well as directly
competing based on size. Research has
also demonstrated “that banks become
increasingly inefficient when their asset
base rises above $10 billion.”
The biggest change for Americans
is Title X which created the Bureau of
Consumer Financial Protection. They

receive funding from the Federal Reserve
yet act independently. The leader of the
organization is chosen by the president
and affirmed by the Senate. They are
capable of enacting rules upon any
financial institution, even banks. They
will also have supervision duties for
those institutions who lend to students or
payday lenders. The bureau is capable of
acting on their own to halt any financial
activity that is ‘predatory’ in nature. This
ability is important as it bypasses the need
to wait for an often gridlocked congress to
act. Title XIV, the Mortgage Reform and
Anti-Predatory Lending Act, creates basic
or new standards for such things as reverse
mortgages and other forms of mortgages.
It also created methods of assistance for
those people having issues in paying back
their mortgage.
Those with an in depth knowledge
of the financial realm have no reason
to work for the government, knowing
full well their skills will net them a more
prestigious and high paying job with a
private firm. Politicians always worrying
of re-election tend to worry about financial
freedom for the companies rather than
their constituents, creating laws or making
appointments for the benefit of companies,
known as ‘regulatory capture.’ Robert E.
Prasch presents three ways to transform
the financial system to be healthier. “We
can (1) enhance the capacity of regulators,
(2) make the task of supervision less
complicated by simplifying regulated
institutions, or (3) pursue both [paths].”
The political actions after 2008 aimed at
achieving his first point all while making
regulation seem impossible.16
The 2008 financial crisis did bring about
some change in the financial realm in the
form of the DFA. Sadly, like many of the
acts, or attempts before it, the DFA fell short.
It lacks specificity and any comprehensive
powers to force change. The combination
of oversight and regulatory bodies
along with a central financial service is
promising. To make the financial system
work for the people as opposed to the CEO
requires that the people demand stringent
changes and politicians must be separated
from the influence of big business. This is a
pipedream, but ending this mythos of too
big to fail is certainly a good place to start.

Written by: Justin Girodat
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CHEAP EATS
in London

London is a growing city, brimming
with food options in comparison
to other university cities. However,
unless it’s for a special occasion such
as birthdays and dates, many of these
options are out of the student price
range. This guide was created to
cover everything from breakfast, to
speedy lunches and late-night grease
binges - and to accommodate the busy
undergraduate schedule while helping
your wallet.

Breakfast/Brunch
Billy’s Downtown Deli Restaurant is a
London secret that has been serving
breakfast and lunch to the people of
London for over 30 years. Although
a bit more out of the way than
Christina’s, this place is worth the trek.
Their french toast stack will have you
eating more french toast than should
be humanly possible, made from fresh
baked French bread, dusted with
cinnamon and icing sugar and topped
with maple syrup. All breakfasts are
served with hashbrowns or homefries,
home-made chili sauce and jam, and
toast.

Pizza
Stobies is the Goliath of the Richmond
Pizza scene and has been serving giant
slices of pizza to inebriated Western
students for decades. With two
locations downtown (484 Richmond

Street and 685 Richmond Street),
it’s easy to walk a short distance to
either location or order from their
484 Richmond location and receive
free delivery. As well, don’t miss your
chance to receive a free slice of pizza.
Each day, Stobies tweets a few first
names on their Twitter account. If one
of those names happens to be yours,
head into Stobies for a free slice of
pizza!

Burgers
The Works will work for you any way
you want it. Made with 100% Canadian
fresh beef these gourmet burgers will
change your life. But do not fret - they
also offer a variety of vegetarian and
gluten free options, along with a ton of
options for you to customize your own
burger and bottomless fries! If you’ve
got a bit of a sweet tooth, you can
order one of their famous milkshakes
to go with your meal which are made
with real ice cream.
The reason this amazing place doesn’t
play a big role in the consumption of
the average undergraduate is because
it’s a bit too expensive (around $15
usually) and a visit there takes too
long (45 minutes). Most of the time
you’ll be on the go and won’t want to
drop that much money or time. Go to
The Works when you get the change,
though, as the burgers are iconic.

Burritos
Burrito Boyz starting out as a food truck
and expanding unto two locations
across London. Burrito Boyz has
quickly become the late-night simple
and tasty choice for those leaving Jim
Bob Ray’s after last call on Friday and
Saturday night. With multiple burrito
choices such as: chicken, steak, Veggie
Soy, Sweet Potato, Bean& Cheese,
shrimp, Haddock, and Halibut. Along
with a melange of basic ingredients
prepared and rolled in under 10
minutes. This quick and easy option
cannot go unmentioned. Aside from
the Ford assembly line-esque service,
Burrito Boyz proves a delicious
(and somewhat unhealthy) burrito
experience.

Pho D8s
Thuan Kieu Vietnamese Restaurant
is a family owned and operated
Vietnamese restaurant which will
blow your Thai Express out of the
water. You’ll get a great meal for a
low price (almost every dish is under
$10), in a clean environment and with
attentive staff. They also deliver if you
don’t have time to make the trip there.
Bon appétit, Mustangs.

Written by: Maria Franco
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Volunteering?

SAY YES
With the state of the current
economy, a huge focus of many
individuals is finding paid work with
stability. This is of great importance
for financial reasons, but another
type of work that is also beneficial
for your life is volunteering. In 2010,
47% of Canadians volunteered their
time, energy, and skills to nonprofit and charitable organizations.1
This number changes as time goes
by due to age, responsibilities,
and lack of time. As students, it is
easy to get caught up on balancing
schoolwork, a job, social life, and
making connections. Volunteering
is something that makes many
people’s New Years’ resolutions,
but it is easy to let it slip by as other
responsibilities pile up. There are
many benefits to volunteering, and
doing so can also be helpful to your
career.
This past summer, I was fortunate
enough to get a job at the London
Regional Children’s Museum, a notfor-profit organization as a day camp
counsellor. When the summer came
to an end, it was time to part ways.
I thought that this would be the end
of my connection with this great
organization. Not wanting to end

my time at the museum, I realized
that there was another position
that I could undertake. Becoming
a volunteer was on a whim, but I
am grateful for the experience I’ve
gone through as one. Being a staff
member and a volunteer at the
same place has been two completely
different experiences. When I
was considered a staff member,
it almost seemed like a chore to
go some days. Volunteering has
made me appreciate everything the
organization offers because I am not
going because I have to, but because
I want to.
The There are many benefits to
volunteering, and here are the top
five reasons why:

in. It can also make you stand out
against other candidates for a job
interview.
3. Volunteering gives you a
chance to travel. There are many
opportunities to volunteer abroad
for different organizations. A list of
abroad volunteer opportunities can
be found at http://www.goabroad.
com/volunteer-abroad.
4. You learn life-long skills!
Volunteering is one of the best ways
to gain hands on experience, and
gain leadership skills.

5. You can make a difference, and
it is a chance to give back to the
community. Helping others is a
1. Volunteering can help you make chance to meet new people in the
connections; by committing to community, learn others’ stories,
a shared activity together, it is a and help those who need it.
great way to make new friends and
contacts that can lead to career For a list of organizations you can
connections.
volunteer with in London go to:
2. It can help with choosing if a
career is for you. If you are interested
in a career but unsure of if you’ll like
it, volunteering is a great way to test
out if it is a field you want to stay

http://www.pillarnonprofit.ca/volunteer

Written by: Olivia Yusuf

Natasha D’Mello. year 2.
Human Resources and
Organizational Behaviour

“King’s would definitely be considered my home away
from home. Especially because the friends you make
at King’s become your second family and you end up
realizing, at the end of your four years, that you can’t
do without them.”
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Ryan Watson.
Year 3.
Bmos.

“The most important lesson I’ve learned at
King’s is, it’s never too late to get involved.”

The Good, the Bad
and the Ugly:

Going “Online” With Dating
Let’s go back a few decades to a time
when our parents and grandparents were
‘going steady’: Perhaps to a time when a
single gentleman pulls up to a woman’s
home with flowers and introduces himself
to her parents as he waits for her to come
down the stairs ready for their first date.
During the date, conversation flows
naturally for a couple of hours, where
they begin to learn about the background
and interests of each other. After multiple
encounters and hours of conversation
spread over months, the pair eventually
leads to courtship. Let’s go back to a
time where you would be introduced to
someone through a mutual friend at a
social function or randomly stopped on
the streets by a stranger who would like to
get to know you better over dinner. These
scenarios are what I would like to refer to
as traditional dating which involves a lot
of interpersonal face-to-face interaction.
To older readers, these scenarios may be
familiar, but to younger readers they may
be absolutely unrealistic and foreign.
Modern advancements in technology
have led the cellphone and the computer
to become significant facilitators to our
culture and to many social relationships.
The mobility of these devices has
transformed the way in which people
interact with each other and maintain
social ties. Because of these advances, the
dating scene has undoubtedly changed.
Today, one out of five relationships starts
online, whether it is on a traditional online
dating site such as eHarmony or match.
com, mobile apps like Tinder or Hinge,
or through social media like Facebook.
Modern dating has become undeniably

reliant on technology. The whole dating
process has completely transformed: In
the past you would meet someone and
then perhaps go on a date to get to know
said person. In today’s day and age, it
is common for someone to first meet
somebody online, where they get to know
them and then choose to go on a date.
There have been many success stories
in regards to online dating. Your friends
may have even done it. Despite your
curiosity you may not have been able to
convince yourself to try it. Here are some
advantages and disadvantages of going
‘online’:
Advantages: Online dating provides
you with access to a plethora of potential
partners, more than you could find in your
daily life, especially if you are interested in
certain characteristics.
If going to social gatherings or bars,
or becoming super involved in a lot of
activities is not your thing, online dating
allows you meet someone virtually, which
is a convenient yet safe type of interaction.
You will most likely also have a better
conversation with someone online than
you would in a noisy bar when you are a
few drinks down and slurring your words.
Let’s be honest, first dates are usually
awkward, especially if you have no
previously known this someone. Online
dating can make those ‘first date jitters’
disappear as you have already discussed
your interests thus already know from the
start what you’re getting into.
Disadvantages: We’ve all heard about
the TV series “Catfish”, which is based
on numerous couples who have formed
online relationships but have never met in

person and how many of these couples have
manipulated their identities. Information
can be false or partially false as some
people attempt to make themselves look
appealing to others. You may not be aware
of who you are talking to, and if those
people are who they say they are. People
can dress up as something they are not or
behave in a different manner.
On the contrary, an online dating profile
that is so precisely detailed, or indulging
in long hours of conversations may rid the
relationship of any mystery.
A user’s experience depends on how
well one can sell oneself through a profile
photo and some basic information.
Decisions are often based almost
exclusively on appearance and algorithms.
There are a lot of misconceptions and
fears about online dating that prevent
people from giving it a try. I believe that
the days in which meeting someone
online produced a shameful social stigma
have passed. To those who think that
meeting a partner through your cellphone
or laptop is desperate, embarrassing or
unromantic: welcome to the new normal.
I am under the impression that people
are just hoping for an adorable “how we
met” story to tell others when asked how
they met their significant other. There is
no reason to feel a sense of shame or the
need to completely fabricate a story about
how you got together. Online dating is
becoming more prominent within our
technologically dependent society. Many
are making the shift away from ‘offline’
forms of dating and are going ‘online’.
Written by: Diana Rusin
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HIPPIES VS. HILTONS:

the Contentious Nature of Backpacker Travel
“If I had to deﬁne my belief in
travel it’s that if you’ve been
some place and stayed in the
local Hilton, you’ve probably
not been there (sorry Conrad).
Tourists stay in Hiltons, travelers
don’t. [They] want to see the
country at ground level, to
breathe it, experience it—live it.
This usually requires two things
the tourist can’t provide—more
time and less money.”
– Anders Sørenseni
As international travel becomes
a more common practice, many
questions rise as to whether or
not it is sustainable or oppressive.
Backpackers, in particular, receive
a plethora of critiques. That being
said, it has proved difficult to define
precisely what a backpacker is as
self-definitions, motivations, and
culture amongst backpackers can vary
significantly. The objective of this
article is to demonstrate the defining
characteristics
of
backpackers,
along with the positive and negative
consequences associated with this
form of travel.
What is a backpacker? Within
traveler literature, this seems to be the
ever-present question. It is difficult to
determine whether or not a method of
travel is positive when one can hardly
determine how to define this method.
That being said, backpackers are most
certainly not homogenous: they can be
“well-educated young Westerners on
extended leave from affluent society,
high school graduates on gap year
travels, Israelis fresh out of military

service, university students on holiday
or sabbatical leave, young Japanese
in rite-of-passage attire, ordinary
holidaymakers, (ex-) volunteers from
various organizations, and the like.”
Before presenting the benefits and
issues of backpacking, it is necessary
to first outline the common identifiers
of those who are backpackers within
academic literature.
It is clearly expressed within
literature
that
self-perception
amongst backpackers is significant.
Though some literature deems them
as hardly different from tourists,
backpackers have a tendency to
position themselves as better than
tourists: more independent, more
self-reliant, and more nomadic. They
also perceive themselves as morally
better: more sensitive, sophisticated,
and sustainable. Though this status
is expressed differently depending
on the backpacker,iv it is evident that
self-perception plays a crucial role
when defining backpackers.
Of course, motivations for
backpacking will differ person
to person; however, literature
has a tendency not to take these
motivations
into
consideration
when differentiating tourists from
backpackers. Backpackers have a
tendency to take interest in the local
culture as opposed to the “tourist
bubble”: They deem themselves the
“thinking tourist” that does not wish
to partake in the packaged product
created by global companies. In many
cases, there seems to be a desire to seek
spiritual enlightenment, oftentimes
as a reaction against the materialistic

modern society in which they were
raised.
Ureily (2009) explores these
motivations further, expressing the
use of determining motivations in
order to differentiate tourists and
backpackers. Those who travel
purely for recreation in order to
take a mere break from home life
tend to be situated as tourists. Those
who are more diversionary, wanting
to escape from one’s home life and
immerse oneself in another place, are
more likely embrace the backpacker
lifestyle. Oftentimes, backpacking
individuals have been marginalized
by their own society, so they seek
meaning and belonging in another;
there is a desire to travel to a remote
centre to actualize and sustain their
spiritual existence. This distaste for
one’s own culture and the desire for
adventure, profound experiences, and
a more grounded and local experience
seem to be common motivations
amongst backpackers.
Sørensen (2003) claims that the
unique backpacker culture is one of
the most important distinctions of
the backpacker. This very particular
culture is defined by its distinctive
rites, rituals, and common markers
of status. Within this culture, norms
and values of self-organization,
nomadism, flexibility with plans,
and frugality are apparent. Lonely
Planet, also known as “the Book”, is
a key component of the backpacking
culture, as it is commonly used as
a guide for backpackers to follow.
Through Lonely Planet’s advice,
and the tendency for backpackers
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to gravitate around internet cafes,
a community is created in which
similar routes and resting places come
into fruition. It is along these routes
and within these common meeting
places that the backpacking culture
has emerged.
Backpacking represents a “profound,
widely shared human desire to
know “others”, with the reciprocal
possibility that we may come to know
ourselves.” This desire creates the
potential to develop personal growth,
independence, and openness to other
ways of living. Along with personal
growth, backpacking presents an
alternative to mass conventional
tourism that is promoted by
multinational corporations.
The simplistic lifestyle embraced by
backpackers allows them to be more
sustainable tourists. Not only are they
more likely to avoid multinational
corporations, but because of their
low-cost and minimalistic approach
to living, they are able to stay in one
place for a prolonged amount of time.
Fewer emissions are created from
travel and more money stays within
the local economy in which they are
partaking.
Take the example of Byron Bay,
Australia, to demonstrate how
backpackers and local communities
can work together to resist
multinational tourist development,
such as Club Med. Bigger tourist
development will often impose
transformation of a community.
As backpackers have a tendency to
search out authentic and unique
communities, this form of travel
discourages the “McDonaldization”
of towns and cities. When the
community members of Byron Bay
created a moratorium on medium
density development, as well as a
virtual population cap, it encouraged
backpackers and those embracing an
alternative lifestyle to congregate in
this area. The city provides a positive
atmosphere for the backpackers,
and the backpackers in the area

provide longer-term customers to
local businesses, which allows for
more sustainable businesses and lesseconomic leakage.
Though some may argue that
backpacking is a more sustainable
form of travel, others disagree.
Butcher (2003), for example, deems
backpacking as nothing other
than destructive mass tourism in
disguise. The simplistic stereotype
of international backpacker culture
consisting purely of sex, drugs, pizzas,
and pancakes while hanging out in
“den-like coffee shops with thick
cushions and hookah pipes” can mask
the serious effects that the practice of
backpacking might create.
Considering the ever-increasing
occurrence of backpacking, the
consequences attributed to the
industry are felt in more places.
Backpackers tend to be the pioneers of
tourism. By seeking more remote areas,
and congregating there, backpackers
open the door for the tourist industry
to develop these areas: it is seen that
backpacker hotspots often evolve into
mainstream tourist destinations.xxii
Indigenous cultures then become a
show for travelers, and those who
are seeking to find the authentic
and untouched end up tainting that
which they seek. As seen in Khao
San, Bangkok, Asia’s most prominent
backpacking destination, the desire
to cater to the foreigner/white folk
has led to the Americanization of
this backpacking mecca: there is very
little Thai authenticity.xxiv Moreover,
the inherent voyeurism within
backpacking can be legitimized
behind the lens of a camera. Thereby,
a photo becomes the fuel which
commodifies humyn relationships.
As Butcher simply states “people and
cultures are fragile, and we should
restrict any desires we have to see the
world from a recognition that we are
complicit in trashing the planet”.
One must also consider the
exclusionary nature of backpacking.
It inherently creates an “Other” to be

consumed.xxvii This Othering is then
culturally and monetarily capitalized
upon by the backpacking industry.
xxviii Teo & Leong (2006) also suggest
that backpacking is exclusive as it
is racialized and gendered. In Khao
San specifically, Asian backpackers
are often disregarded in comparison
to Western backpackers, as Western
backpackers have the tendency to
pay more for a good or service. Some
places in Khao San are quite obvious
with their racism toward non-white
tourists, for example, by placing the
flags of the countries they accept in
their fronts. Additionally, backpacking
is noted to privilege males and oppress
females, in particular, non-white
females: “if white [womyn] traveled at
all, they were represented as explorers,
scientists, writers, and agents of the
empire sent out to savage lands with
the support of male benefactors.”
Asian womyn, in comparison, are
mistaken as prostitutes or as weak
and in need of a male accompanier.
This implies that backpacking is a
contested space which clearly favours
white persons and men.
Backpacking,
or
long-term
independent travel, is becoming more
and more popular. It is no longer a
marginal and unusual activity for
hippies and adventurous drop-outs,
but a rite of passage for privileged
folk to explore independence and
fun before adulthood. Considering
it is becoming a more common
reality, it is crucial to gain a deeper
understanding of this phenomenon,
as it has potential to do both good and
bad. It is through the understanding
of these possibilities that one may
choose to partake in the positive
aspects and avoid the negative aspects
of this form of travelling. This type
of reflexivity should be applied in all
aspects of life in order to live in a more
peaceful manner within the world.

Written by: Courtney Vaughan
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“can our friends be in the photo too?”

The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly

of London’s “EOA”

Local movements to improve the
perception of one of London’s oldest
“villages” have become very evident in
the eclectic neighbourhoods of East of
Adelaide, forthwith referred to as EOA.
EOA encompasses the entirety of the
Old East Village neighbourhood, and
its local initiatives are working strongly
to promote community support of
locally produced, crafted, and delivered
products and companies. These
initiatives are helping the local economy
thrive, and allowing for expansion within
this important space for London’s vitality.
Due to the enhanced relationships
between consumer and business,
through local shops, such as the Western
Fair Farmers Market, businesses have an
understanding of what the community is
missing and what it requires. I’ve found
this to be true in my own experiences as
a customer and employee, working EOA.
There are many businesses striving to
keep the local economy strong, and build
reciprocal relationships. Some have even
adopted the cooperative model—for
example, the London Food Co-op, to
exist apart from typical business models.
The eclectic nature of the neighbourhood
provides opportune moments to
capture the artistry in anything. EOA
is vibrant, providing nearly every
necessity, including community. The
interconnection is not only amongst
buyer and seller, but also amongst the
businesses themselves. Support is everpresent among all community members,
especially during Old East Village town
hall meetings at the historic Aeolian Hall.
Historically, EOA was the home of
London’s industrial sector. The divide
between East London and the rest of
London is Adelaide Street; some even
refer to the two as “separate cities.”
The industrial East London provided
necessary jobs to many Londoners, and

as the city’s economy started to grow,
the area began to grow in population.
The difficulty with the manufacturing
industry within the framework of a
capitalist economy is that workers
become expendable commodities. A
main contributor to EOA’s industrial
sector was the Kellogg’s factory, but after
100 years of production, the factory
closed down because the Kellogg’s
corporation saw it as a means to cut costs.
This decision put 500 people out of work
December of 2014, and took a major hit
on the industry in East London.1
Lorne Avenue Public School is
another victim of closure in EOA. This
school hosts children from kindergarten
to the eighth grade, and is often referred
to as the centre of the community. The
2014-15 school year will be the last that
students of Lorne Avenue Public School
see the inside of the school.2 It will be an
extremely difficult defeat for the rallying
community of Old East Village that has
been in a long fight to keep the school
open. The following school year will
require children to leave the area to go
to school, and require the relocation of
both the YMCA and El Sistema Aeolian
after-school programs.
The push to keep the school open has
created a community of supporters, but
has also edified many people to the woes
of capitalism – the closing of community
hubs that are not generating enough
profit or are becoming a strain on local
finances – and other such factors that
implement negative change.
There is no question that when
visiting EOA, one will bear witness to
some form of impoverishment, but it is
important to recognize the structural
factors that play into this. EOA houses
a number of facilities that are in place
for the betterment of low-income and
unemployed citizens, including the Ark

Aid Mission, the Unity Project, and St.
Joseph’s Hospitality Centre, to name a
few. Although it is extremely beneficial
and crucial that these facilities exist
in the area of EOA, it’s also evident
that gentrification is deeply affecting
EOA. Not all users of the facilities are
inhabitants of EOA, in fact many of them
are not, but the location of these facilities
is a unique way to keep poverty and drug
abuse out of the city’s core and in its east
end. Coincidentally, the welfare office at
Dundas and Richmond is being relocated
by 2017, just as Fanshawe College
introduces its new downtown campus
in the same vicinity.3 Similar examples
of gentrification in EOA are the cause of
densely impoverished neighbourhoods
and the stigmas that encumber EOA as
an penurious area of London. Poverty
exists in the city, but like most things, it
is relative to its surroundings.
Because of the poverty present in
EOA, the area has developed a stigma that
bestows it as a “sketchy” neighbourhood.
One of the first things I was told when
arriving in London was that I should
“stay away from EOA.” I started to
believe the discourse based on my own
assumptions, without making the effort
to learn the truth. Now that I spend a lot
of time in EOA, I am able to break apart
the rumors and reputations and see the
amazing things that are happening in
the area. There are so many important
initiatives happening EOA that need
recognition and it is these initiatives that
are working to break down the negative
stigmas given to EOA. Though “the bad”
and “the ugly” of EOA will inevitably
exist, they create a stronger community
that highlights “the good,” and it is the
good that is helping EOA transition into
the thriving community of Old East
Village.
Written by: Darren Tyrrell
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The Dirty Little Secret of
the Gaming Community

You were asked to go out on a Friday
night to a movie. You have a few options.
You worked hard all week and you were
looking rather forward to a comfortable
night in. If you were to stay home, what
would you do? Perhaps some would watch
Netflix, others would push through and
go out, and I would probably say no thank
you. I would say no thank you because I
feel I can get more entertainment for my
buck by playing one of the many video
games I have already put money and time
into. For many of us, video games provide
the same relaxation and social connection
that going to see a movie may do for
others. I get to sit in front of a screen and
be entertained. Some games allow me to
be surrounded by people either inside of
the game or on programs such as Skype
for better communication. The reality for
a crowd of us is that gaming is a respite. It

is a place that allows us to seek a level of
escapism that is fairly safe and enjoyable.
However this is not the reality for all of
us as community gaming is experienced
differently by different people.
For those who are not aware, a few
high profile female game developers and
advocates have received death threats or
threats of assault. In one particular case,
Brianna Wu was forced to leave her house
due to death threats which revealed her
house location. What provoked such
dangerous behavior from the online
gaming community? Brianna Wu openly
criticized GamerGate, a community that
contains some very toxic members. They
have been a huge piece of the puzzle
regarding the threats against multiple
female gaming developers. I urge anyone
who seeks the news articles or tweets to
go with caution as the language could be

potentially triggering.
As an owner of a Nintendo
Entertainment System I can say that
this is not a surprising development in
gaming culture. This may be shocking
to some readers, but anyone who has
engaged in online gaming may understand
that online gaming communities can
be particularly vile. Members of these
communities have a level of anonymity
that allows them to really speak their
mind without much consequence. There
is particular attention focused on the case
of these female game developers due to
the intensity of the threats, the leaking of
personal information, and the high profile
nature of these developers and female
gaming advocates. However this type of
misogynistic behavior is not uncommon
in online communities. In fact, most
toxic behavior is an integral part of the

online gaming community. Some gaming
companies have pushed against this trend,
but many stay silent.
I think this is an important time to
mention that I am not a person who
identifies as female. I am a male and thus
I have certain privileges that do indeed
translate into online gaming or gaming
communities all together. I am not often
asked, if ever, to provide proof of my
gender. I am not harassed sexually to send
private pictures of myself when attempting
to relax inside my gaming world. I am not
assumed to be lesser of a gamer because
I am a male. I am not considered a bitch
because I can take a role of leadership inside
of my online community. However, I am an
active member of the gaming community
and have had the privilege to become close
to some female friends who game. The
stories I have heard have caused me to
start to seriously question the legitimacy of
online gaming and community formation
if only one gender is able to safely engage
with it. Furthermore those who are part
of other communities, such as the those
who identify as transgender, lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and so forth, are also heavily
discriminated.
As mentioned earlier, online gaming is
a place where individuals are able to stay
anonymous; allowing for a level of safety
in how individuals attack others. People
are not faced with the consequences
of their hate speech. At worst they will
perhaps be suspended from their game
of choice; something that, for many, is
hardly a consequence. What is it then that
opens individuals in the online gaming
community to such harassment? I would
suggest that the type of harassment that is
faced is not simply limited to the online
community. Offline games do not do
justice to ending the cycle of misogyny
or other discrimination. Very few games
stray away from gender stereotypes of
both men and women. Males are usually
portrayed as handsome and powerful
heroes that are chiseled and physically
flawless; while many women are portrayed
as being reliant on men, weak, helpless,
and physically stereotypical to mainstream
culture. Games such as God of War provide
an excellent example of a game going in
this continued direction. Furthermore,
outside of the Tomb Raider series, it is hard
to find a game that has a female heroine;
even inside of Tomb Raider, Laura Croft –
the protagonist – looks a certain way and

is dressed with a certain appeal.
If both the online and offline
gaming community is struggling to
protect, advocate, and break cycles of
discrimination, then what is the cause?
I believe that what we are seeing are
societal problems, which exist outside of
the gaming world, seeping into a popular
form of entertainment. Similar to movies
or music, gaming is a successful platform
that attempts to re-create themes of reality
that are entertaining for the participants.
However, the individuals developing these
games or playing them are a part of the
discriminatory culture before the game
even hits the shelf. They are now just
offered a safe medium wherein they can
express that culture. I am not suggesting
that all game developers or online gamers
are intentionally participating in the
continued oppression of others; however,
it is clear to me that video games are not
assisting in ending the oppression but
contributing to it.
After the Brianna Wu story came
out, my dad asked me if I was about to
start boycotting games that continued to
perpetuate the discrimination outlined
here. I have been reflecting on that
question and I still feel my answer was a
fair response. Boycotting all video games
that perpetuate discrimination would
essentially be impossible. Outside of the
reality that one could find discrimination
in a fair amount of developed games,
boycotting video games would not stop
those who are discriminatory outside
of the game. I believe the issue shown
throughout this article is that those who
carry misogynistic attitudes are now
offered a safe and anonymous haven
to spread that attitude with little to no
consequence. While boycotting may
pressure the companies to switch their
attitudes, I believe that there are other
ways to accomplish that same goal.
Being an online gamer, I believe
that showing respect for all people and
attempting to counter the discrimination
is one of the main actions many of us
can take. Speak up against perpetuated
violence. Lead by example and ask your
gaming developers to be more conscious
of their decision making. It is important
to ask the companies to start becoming
stricter on how they regulate the behaviors
of other individuals; and yes if you need
to boycott the game then do so. Ultimately
the public is being exposed to the reality

that gaming has had for a very long time.
Online gaming has always been a breeding
ground for aggressive verbal behavior
towards other players. But for some of
us who use gaming as an element of
self-care, it is hard for us to imagine not
participating in video gaming. For some,
this is similar to their morning coffee. Like
some who need their daily cup of jo, I use
video gaming to relax for an hour or so at
the end of a long day.
Even those who are against
discrimination still fall into the trap of
participating in a culture that discriminates.
Think of some of your favorite movies, TV
shows, or music. If most of us who wish
to stand against discrimination are honest,
we would have to admit that at least one
of these entertainment mediums contain
discrimination. We would also have to
admit that we enjoy a song, movie, or
TV show that perpetuates discriminatory
action against women, men, bisexual,
transgender, lesbian, gay, and other people.
The conflict arises as we find enjoyment,
relaxation, and self-care from these sources
of entertainment. The women I know who
game still play video games online even if
they face this discrimination. They have
adapted and learned to combat it in their
own ways.
Gaming provides an incredible
community for people. Some of my
favorite memories and oldest friends
are from the online gaming community.
These people have been with me since I
was twelve and still talk to me at the age of
twenty three. My one friend has seen me
go through some of my most difficult life
trials and I have been able to support her
in some of her biggest challenges. This is
the online community many of us love and
enjoy. This type of bonding and friendship
is why many of us are attracted to games
that require us to play against other
people. Gaming seemingly has many faces
and these faces do not always pleasantly
interact with each other. For those of us
who are sifting through the vile side of
the gaming community we must remain
diligent in maintaining it as a safe and
enjoyable place for all. There is potential
for the beautiful online community to
grow and it is therefore vital to work
towards a more equitable and harassmentfree environment.
Written by: Adrian Comeau
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Digging Into Debt:
The ever-increasing inaccessibility of
Canadian post-secondary education
As us students are all too aware, the
actuality of our education is an ever
increasing tertiary school tuition and
student debt in Canada. Each province
reacts to this reality differently. As the
majority of provinces are choosing to
deal with the symptom of debt through
directed assistance measures, others
have chosen to deal with the root of the
problem by assisting the actual price
of tuition for all. Different measures
have been taken, including tax credits,
debt caps, and loan forgiveness, but
the fact remains that the affordability
of education is steadily decreasing,
making it highly inaccessible to many,
causing many students from low or
middle-income families to resort to
loans, debt, or deferring post-secondary
education altogether.
As tertiary education lost a
significant amount of federal funding,
the burden was placed on the provinces.
As each province has adopted different
policies, the education system becomes
unpredictable and difficult to navigate,
as there are an increasing number of
exceptions and qualifiers of the system
of university finance which are difficult
to compare provincially. It appears
that the only certainty is that fees will
continue to increase, and along with
these fees quickly follows student debt.
Upfront public funding is the fairest
way to fund higher education. This
form of finance ensures that everyone
pays what they can afford through a
progressive taxation system, as opposed
to the funding being shifted from public
sources towards individualized tuition
and user fees. There are various options

and actions available to be taken, as
represented by each of the provinces.
Ontario, New Brunswick, Alberta,
Nova Scotia, Saskatchewan, and British
Colombia have chosen the route of less
progressive and public tuition payment
methods, whereas Quebec and
Newfoundland have managed to keep
their tuition prices at a reasonable rate
throughout the years, Newfoundland’s
tuition price raising a mere $14.00
the fall of 2014 (from $2872.00 to
$2886.00). Through this demonstration,
as well as comparing other countries’
responses to tuition (namely Germany
and Finland, whose tuition is free),
it quickly becomes apparent that an
affordable, and preferably free, tertiary
education system is possible.
The current national tertiary
education
financial
situation
continually focuses on the decreasing
of federal support, and increasing
provincial loan (and debt) payment
programs and privatization of tertiary
learning institutes.
When
measured
as
a
proportion of GDP, federal cash
transfers for post-secondary
education have declined by 50%
between 1992–93 and 2011–
12. To fill the gap, Canadian
universities have turned to
private sources of income,
predominantly tuition fees. From
1989 to 2009, the proportion
of university operating revenue
from government sources fell
from 81% to 58%, and the
proportion funded by tuition

fees increased from 14% to 35%.
(CAUT 2014)
Often, this discourse of the necessity
of a more accessible, government funded
education receives the argument that
low tuition fees benefit the offspring of
wealthier families most, as they are less
likely to have access to scholarships and
other forms of financial assistance:
Families in the highest income
quartile are most represented
in
university
participation
(approximately 35%), while
families in the two lowest
income quartiles are least
represented
(approximately
18%). This has been used by
tuition fee proponents as a
“fairness” argument to claim
that keeping tuition fees low
disproportionately
benefits
wealthy kids, or that low-income
families subsidize the education
of the kids whose families can
actually afford to pay much more.
But in fact, families of higher
income kids do pay more – much
more. Not in tuition fees; rather,
through the income tax system…
the wealthiest families are paying
close to 70% of the total tax bill
which means that there… is a
significant new income transfer
from the highest income families
to families in the lower half of
income distribution. (Macdonald
& Shaker 2013)
It becomes evident, then, that the

argument for higher tuition fees and
more financial assistance for lowincome students is poorly educated.
The truth is that high tuition becomes
a barrier to accessible education, as
financial reasons become the main
inhibitors of 70% of the people who
choose not to attend post-secondary
schools (Dea 2007).
As the evidence continues to be
presented, it becomes more and
more apparent that the arguments
presented in support of privatized
education institutions work to demean
students and the common citizen
while increasing profits for private
and corporate institutions. When one
considers whose interests are served
by this argument, it quickly loses its
credibility. Education should work to
put knowledge and power into the hands
of many thus education should be more
accessible and publicly funded. Those
who aim to make education privatized
blatantly ignore the substantial increase
in student debt in Canada, and make no
reference as to whom this debt benefits

(banks and other corporate sponsors,
most certainly not the students). If the
system works to maintain or perpetuate
systems of hierarchy and inequality for
the benefit of few, it is time for a change.
There are those who desire a radical
alternative to our current system.
They fear, however, that the notion of
a ‘revolution’ is intimidating and may
alienate those who would otherwise
support their cause. Nothing like
an idealistic concept such as “free
education” to alienate the masses because
of its perceived unattainability. Yet, the
Mouvement Étudiant Révolutionnaire/
Revolutionary Student Movement is a
group of individuals who are helping
to facilitate a pan-Canadian upheaval
of the current system from the outside,
from the ground-up. Panning from
on-campus rally’s to sit-ins and strikes,
this March 24th, 2015 marks the first
of what may be called the Red Spring
action. Alongside the organization
and guidance of the RSM, it seems to
be that mass post-secondary student
engagement in these demonstrations

is what is needed to highlight the
injustices within our post-secondary
educational systems in Canada. This
movement is inspired by the 2012
Quebec student protests, otherwise
known as the Maple Spring. The current
Red Spring action is propelled by
demands such as the abolition of tuition
at all levels of education, anti-colonial
reconfiguration of programs, open
access to post-secondary education for
all including all Indigenous people, and
democratic control of post-secondary
institutions. The Red Spring can only
hope to evoke a response from our
current educational institutions and
levels of government which would
recognize the urgent need for a more
radically just change that is based on
the implementation of ideals longimagined.

Written by: Courtney Vaughan and
Katharine Dos Santos
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Isaac Legault.
year 1.
bmos

“King’s is a pretty cool place. If you are
reading this, you are pretty cool too.”

bobby pearson.
year 1.
sociology.

“Coming to Kings has been a good choice.
The Staff and students have been very
friendly and accepting of me.”
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